
Economics Curriculum Statement 

Curriculum Intent 
 
The aim of the Economics curriculum is to develop students’ understanding of economic activity 
through the lens of consumers, producers and the government. This curriculum presents the 
opportunity for students to focus on the moral, ethical and sustainable real-world issues that 
underpin economic activity. Students investigate national and global economic situations and 
analyse government regulations and policies that have been used to organise and manage these 
issues. The Economics curriculum develops students’ quantitative skills and enables students to 
calculate and interpret economic data. Overall, the Economics curriculum empowers students in 
developing a logical approach to thinking and reasoning, analytical skills and ensures confidence 
in the economic choices relating to their life and work.   
 
In line with the broad and balanced curriculum at Kingsdale, opportunities that enrich and 
challenge Economics students are provided. Students enter external essay competitions in 
association with Oxbridge Colleges, attend internal and external enrichment lectures, debate 
publications written by the Economist and Prospect Magazine and participate in University 
Summer Schools.  

Curriculum Implementation 
 
Economics is a social science which is the study of society and relationships between people. 
Consequently, the Economics curriculum is divided into two main strands: microeconomics and 
macroeconomics. Within microeconomics, students study particular markets, and segments of the 
economy. Students investigate issues such as consumer behaviour, individual labour markets, and 
the theory of firms. For macroeconomics, students explore how the overall economy works, the 
decisions of countries and governments and the key measures of economic performance.   
 
At Key Stage 4, each strand is taught over the course of two years. A key strength of this model at 
Key Stage 4 is that students are introduced to basic economic concepts. This then facilitates 
students in developing the appropriate range of analytical, critical and reasoning skills to enable 
them to think as economists. At Key Stage 5, both microeconomics and macroeconomics are 
taught simultaneously. A key strength of using this model at Key Stage 5 is that separating 
microeconomics and macroeconomics between teachers enables students to distinguish between 
the two sub-disciplines. Subsequently, this ensures that students can make connections and 
transfer higher-order skills across both strands.  
 
Fundamentally, students apply mathematical concepts taught at Kingsdale to real world economic 
scenarios. These numerical skills are vital to logically formulate economic decisions from empirical 
data. Throughout the curriculum, students apply a range of quantitative skills that underpin a 
great deal of the analysis and policy decisions that underpin the foundations of economics.  
 
Upon discussion and review of long-term plans of the curriculum, teachers are provided with 
medium-term planning for each unit ensuring the progressive development of specific economic 
concepts, issues, skills and vocabulary. Teachers draw upon medium-term plans to ensure that 
each topic is sequenced so that students are always building upon their prior understanding and 
are able to retrieve their knowledge from earlier in the curriculum.  
 
Based upon the specification and the individual needs of our students, learning journeys for each 
section of the course set out the objectives taught. Writing is frequently used in Economics as an 
opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning and embed their knowledge. Moreover, 
Kingsdale’s focus on oracy underpins our vocabulary-rich Economics curriculum. There are several 



opportunities for discussion, investigation and debate to support the development of economic 
specific vocabulary. This is explicitly taught and modelled by teachers in every lesson. Key 
economic concepts and ideas are frequently revisited to ensure a memorable learning experience 
and easy retrieval. The opportunity to link both strands of economics arise through group 
projects. More broadly, success criteria are often set to ensure students achieve their potential. 
This ensures that work is challenging and balances the aims of the curriculum. 
 
Students at Kingsdale are able to access a selection of high-quality Economics resources. Kingsdale 
holds and purchases a range of Economics equipment, including class sets of calculators, 
subscription to the Economist and Economics Today, and a range of non-fiction books.  

Curriculum Impact 
 
The Economics curriculum embeds three familiar levels of assessment thinking: day-to-day, 
periodic and transitional. In line with the marking policy at Kingsdale, live marking forms the basis 
of day-to-day assessment. This enables the early identification of misconceptions. Moreover, 
strategies like rich questioning and peer and self-assessment assess the progression of concepts, 
contexts and procedures in Economics. Towards the end of a unit of work, students have the 
chance to demonstrate their achievement through more formal periodic assessment. Assessment 
evidence includes extended or focused pieces of writing, analysis and interpretation of economic 
data and oral work like pupil presentations. Finally, transitional assessments like a decision-
making exercise or exam-style questions exemplify progress for students at Kingsdale and are 
used to make judgements about attainment in the long term.  
 
As well as meetings to review the impact of the curriculum, frequent learning walks are used to 
facilitate powerful teacher reflection, inform educational practice and support learning outcomes 
in Economics. Learning walks provide the opportunity to review the impact of the Economics 
curriculum on learning and make the necessary adaptations to improve it further. Moreover, 
Economics teachers are encouraged to attend professional development opportunities to apply 
fresh approaches to teaching, as well as expand their own personal opportunity. Staff regularly 
attend lectures at universities, Economics ‘teach-meets’, and listen to podcasts. Following their 
attendance, time is dedicated during departmental meetings for teachers to share best practice 
and explore new pedagogical approaches.  
 
In summary, our curriculum has been designed to enable learners to become confident, 
responsible, and better-informed citizens, by allowing them to explore and understand the 
importance of economics in society. Overall, the Economics curriculum equips students with an 
economic awareness to benefit them personally and professionally for the future.   

 


